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WHAT TYPE OF

VOTER ARE YOU?

THE PARTY LOYALIST

The Party Loyalist voter will die-die vote for
favourite party, even if the candidate 1s @ COW.

Also will not look up information about the

individual candidates, nor caré for alternatives,
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WHAT TYPE OF
VOTER ARE YOU?

Don’t rock the
boat! Don't

play the foo/.’

C A See our technical notes

for more details!
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WHAT TYPE OF

VOTER ARE YOU?

S years to
repent!!!

C A See our technical notes

for more details!
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»_) CAPE’S TECHNICAL NOTES

Soth the Kiasi Voter and Sheltered Walkway Voter are also
known as the Singapore Story voters. [hey tend to vote for the
PAP government due to (1) the PAP’s strong performance
legitimacy and (2) out of an ideology of vulnerability.

Performance Legitimacy: Sociologist Chua Beng Huat
describes how the popularity of the PAP is rooted in the

\egitimacy of Its nation—bui\ding SUCCessS In modemising and

A developing Singapore since Independence.! lts legitimacy

continues today N the eFﬁcacy and responsiveness on municipa\

services and nationa po\icymaking.

Ildeology of Vulnerability: [hrough decades of state policy and
messaging, Singapore’s society and culture have internalized and

reinforced a belief that that Singapore s a vulnerable nation?

which cannot survive without economic growth, meritocracy,
and credible leadership. And that the PAP is best guarantor of

that security.3
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WHAT TYPE OF
VOTER ARE YOU?

THE ROJAK

See our technical notes
for more details!
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».) CAPE’S TECHNICAL NOTES

The Rojak Voter, also known as the PAP-lite Voter might vote
for Opposition parties (depending on the credibility of the

candidate and platform) because they prefer “slightly”

different aolicy outcomes from the PAP govemment’s.

Opposition strategy: Opposition parties which deviate slightly
from the PAP, like the Workers’ Party (WP), perform better than

r‘\

opposition parties with very different programmatic platforms,

ike the Singapore Democratic Party (SDP).4 This suggests that

the average voter shares the PAP’s overarching beliefs about the

country—and \ike\y still wants it to form the covernment. This asp

explains why, to get votes, parties like the WP publicly downplay

their chances and ambitions of forming the next government.>

Freak Elections: Fears of a 'freak’ election

— where the PAP loses more than just a
few seats, but also the election itself -
might convince such a voter not to vote for

opposition parties. Such fears have been

criticised as overblown.®
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for more details!
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»_) CAPE’S TECHNICAL NOTES

The Check-and-Balance Voter, may vote Opposition because

they want more Opposition voices and not necessari\y

because they do not want a PAP covernment. lhey might

view the current PAP supermajority as an imbalance that is

unhealthy for Singapores democracy and politics. Some of

these voters might even be PAD—\eaning voters.

CORRECTING IMBALANCE: Such voters might also be

dissatishied with perceived unfair electoral rules.” These

nclude the incumbency advantage from Singapore’s - Irst -

Past-The-Post voting system, and perceived effects of

malapportionment and gerrymandering from the GRC system

and perceived lack of EBRC independence.

Such voters see their vote as a tactic

to Increase the o

Parliament and check the PAP’s

overwhelming majority - and not

necessari\y as an anti- PAP vote.
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WHAT TYPE OF
VOTER ARE YOU?

The Single Issue Voter focuses only on one
| cy | qnoring all else. The Issues

bolic or emotional than

technical policy choices. Has a Facebook proﬁle

picture frame with @ political cause on It.
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».) CAPE’S TECHNICAL NOTES

The |-Don’t-Want-To-Kena Voter, also known as the Very-
Kiasi Voter, might vote for the PAP (even if they prefer not

to) due to a perceived fear of “reprisals” from the government.

This might take two forms:

COLLECTIVE PUNISHMENT: A fear that their constituency
will be "punished” for voting in an Opposition party. Such

punishments might take the form of withheld municipal
upgrading. In a famous example, the then-Minister Mentor Lee
Kuan Yew warned Aljunied voters in 2011 that they will "pay a
price, the hard way' if they voted in the WP.8

VOTE TRACING: A mistaken belief that their ballot is not

secret and can be traced to them, and the government woula

carry out reprisals on access to HDB housing, primary schools,
civil service jobs, and public sector contracts. According to

research by Ostwald & Riambau (2023), an estimated 3-5%

of Singaporean voters actua \y vote this vvay.9

NOTE: YOUR VOTE IS SECRET
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WHAT TYPE OF
VOTER ARE YOU?

THE BOCHAP
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“This is not a game of cards! This is your /ife and mine.

J)

- Lee Kuan Yew
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