


Homelessness is commonly defined
as living in inadequate housing
situations.
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An absence of presence is not absence. From this study, it
is clear that homelessness is a chronic issue, not just a
mere anomaly to our gleaming, wealthy metropolis.

The homeless have
been found across

all districts of
Singapore.

A large majority of them were men
(83%), with a positive correlation
between the homeless population and
age of housing estates as well as
prevalence of rental flats.

Descriptions of homeless people in
Singapore may not fit stereotypes,
with many being described as
presentable. You may not even notice
a homeless person in Singapore.

Homelessness is
often a long-term

issue, lasting 6+ for
1 in 3 persons.
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Legal jargon most
closely related is the
Destitute Persons
Act, which defines a
“destitute person” as: 



Homelessness is often portrayed as a result of poor
personal choices, ultimately allowing the government
and society to abdicate responsibility for dealing with it.

Yet, homelessness is in reality an interplay of both
personal AND structural, systemic factors. Such external
factors include but are not limited to:
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Crisis CentreHomeless Hearts of Singapore
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According  to former NMP Anthea Ong, a “greater whole-
of-society push” is required to tackle homelessness.
Therefore, both government and non-government
stakeholders need to play greater roles in eradicating
homelessness.

On the individual’s part, there are NGOs that help the
homeless in Singapore by befriending them, connecting
them to official social services, and providing them with
shelter. Such NGOs include:



In recent years, thanks to the release of reports and the
work of activists on the ground, there has been an
intensification of attention, resources and help toward
the homeless. 

Furthermore, the mainstream
media and government has
become more attentive to
such issues, with multiple
responses and assurances
from the Ministry of Social and
Family Development during
the heat of the COVID-19 crisis.
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A shelter in part set

up by MSF and HDB!



Resources

Homelessness in Singapore
p10 of 10


